iV ietnam’ Vets Against War March in Valley Forge
" Three soIdiers “dressed in uniforms cross field in ]rlont of bell tower.
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Valley Forge

By HOAG LEVINS
Of The Inquirer Stuff
Strung out along the sun

splashed ridge of Rte.
which runs through Vaile~

Fotge National Park. the 200

uniformed men with guns
looked ominous,

Below, in the grassy howl i

of the grand parade grounds,
about 2000 spéctators who had
gathered Monday morning
cheered the troops' arrival,

Minutes later the soldiers—
carrying plastic guns — began
Jto charge down to the parade
ground while chantmg ‘Peace
Now."

9%0-MILE HIKE
+ For the kheki-dressed vet-

erans, that last 100 - yards :

marked the final step of a 90-
mile march staged to drama-
tize their opposition to the
war. The 200 marchers, all
members. of the Vietnam
Veterans against The War, be-

gan their march in Morris-

tewn, N. J. on Friday and
ended it Monday at the parade
grounds where a peace rally
wag held.

The marchers — all aimed
service veterans of at least

one tour of duty in Vietham — |

wore .the uniforms of all four
services.

The colorful ‘medals hanging

*from those uniforms teld of

warrelatﬁd wounds, bravery,
he ism. g
ditional. sense of the word, .
Ah,the same; time, howeyer,
the many péards, shoulder.
length- halr,. arm bands and

] "\'L'e ar -here ** he told the_ .
cheering crcwd -which in-

cluded hundreds of other ser. ;
vice velerans who did-not par- |
three-day :
march, o say that it is not pa. !
triotism to ask Americans to |
die for a mistake, and thal it -
is not patriotic to allow a Pres. .
ident to talk about not being'the -
first President to lose a war, :
and using us as pawns in that ;

ticipate in the

game,”

CHANGING WRONGS

Early in the morning,
marchers were greeted along
the last mile by Jane Fonda,
actress and outspoken war

. eritie,

The perky aciress at one
point stopped her car and got
out on Rte. 23 to embrace one

. of the weary narchers,

“This is not my- country
right or wrong,” she later told
the ral.iy “It's my eountry but
what is wrong must be
changed. I can't eseape the be-
lief,” she said, “that My Lal
was not -an isolated lm:ident
but rather a way of life for
many of pur military.”

She received a standing ova-
flon from the vets, who sat
crowded) near the truck- bed
used as ;f makeshift stage, .

Haltwiy, through ‘the rally,
a small band of American
Legion {members &taged a

« brief cpilnter-demonstra n on
- fhe oth

* side,0f the Darade

d duty in the old |

War Brought Home
To Middle America

By AL HAAS 5 |
‘Of The Inquirer Staff |
THEY WERE CADILED Vietnam Veterans- Against
the War and this wes_ Munda} the fourth day of their
march. I
They had started Fnday maorning in Morristown, N. §.,
and had crossed a river and thrde countiés. Their cofumn
of 115 vets, armed with toy rifles, was intended to dea
matize a Vietnam-type search-atid-destroyomission to the
Middle America it passed through. Tt was lo confront the
people with a war-zorie sight in the midst of ‘their yard-
! work, literally to kit them with ihe, war whete thoy Hve,
And now, latg Monday mort !ﬂ;., uwg hxd artivedin
Valley Forge, where an antiwir
their long walk for ;mem _—
Valley Forge #s & Gesufilay;
by history. Even tn the 9ni
beauty of the mmnﬂ'm'

the opposite direction. In front cf them. a huge meadnw
gradually fell away. past a monument “to the _snidiers of |
Washington's Army who sleep here.” toward the large :
grassy depression where the rallygoers awaited them. i

Vets Wait to Make Dramatic Sweep

STRUNG OUT.FOR SEVERAL hundred vards along
the roatl, they waited quietly to make their dramatic
“sweep” toward the rally crowd, which was perhaps only

B 15 to 20 percent of the 10.000 they had anticipated.

You couldn’t help noticing the similarities between .

this group and those soldiers who had camped here so

long ago.

j These men were also voung. The variations in their
{ GI dress and the dissimilar plastic weapons thev carried
| gave them the same motley, ragged appearance. They also
were tired and hungry and the fate of their campaign was
aIso in douht.

The vets started down the gentle incline moments
later chanting: B

“What do we want? — Peace: When do we want it?
Now."

As they closed on the cheering spectators below. they
abbreviated this to “Peace now.”

I was left behind the "sweep," But the people toward
which it moved said the effect of the men coming at them
deliberately and shoulder- to-shodlder was a telling cne.
A reporter 1 know, who is not maudiin, said the sight
brought home what it must feel like to bo & villager in
the path of a sweep. He said it rougm fears to his eyes.

Old Person Among R : llygo&rs

|  WHILE THE SIZE of the uyi atowd wis & disoy
i pointment 1o its archilecls, 4. ¢ mposl m
Amidst the predictable prepg d i
unfettered young fest mul v
number of the convesn
old.

fought with
‘Forest Waﬂl Wll'
ing World War 11, |
server and :
;1 tried 0 s
serve it now,” he;
« He had come 3
believed was his oo
mssthz field towar
But he didn't siop to
o Iil hk m%.‘ m‘,

rican revoliltion. whivk sk




